
 

4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor, P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA 92502-1409  Phone: (951) 955-3200  Fax: (951) 955-3757 
77588 El Duna Court, Suite H, Palm Desert, CA 92211  Phone: (760) 863-8277  Fax: (760) 863-7040 

Final: 07-24-17 

 

 
Planning 

Commissioners 
2017 

 
 

1st District 
Carl Bruce  

Shaffer 
 
 

2nd District 
Aaron Hake 
Chairman 

 
 

3rd District 
Ruthanne Taylor- 

Berger 
Vice-Chairman 

 
 

4th District 
Bill Sanchez 

 
 

5th District 
Eric Kroencke 

 
 
 

Assistant TLMA 
Director 

Charissa Leach, 
P.E. 

 
 

Legal Counsel 
Michelle Clack 

Deputy 
County Counsel 

9:00 AM  AUGUST 2, 2017 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
First Floor Board Chambers 

4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, CA 92501 
 

Any person wishing to speak must complete a “SPEAKER IDENTIFICATION FORM” and submit it to the Hearing 
Secretary.  The purpose of the public hearing is to allow interested parties to express their concerns.  Please do 
not repeat information already given.  If you have no additional information, but wish to be on record, simply provide 
your name and address and state that you agree with the previous speaker(s). 
 

Any person wishing to make a presentation that includes printed material, video or another form of electronic media 
must provide the material to the Project Planner at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require reasonable accommodations, please contact 
Elizabeth Sarabia, TLMA Commission Secretary, at (951) 955-7436 or e-mail at esarabia@rivco.org.  Requests 
should be made at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.  Alternative formats are available upon request. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG – ROLL CALL 
1.0 CONSENT CALENDAR: 9:00 a.m. or as soon as possible thereafter (Presentation available upon 

Commissioners’ request) 
1.1 1.1 FOURTH EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST for TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 29598 – Applicant: SFI SMR 

LP c/o Debbie Melvin – Second Supervisorial District – Edgemont-Sunnymead & University Zoning District 
– Highgrove Area Plan: Community Development: Medium Density Residential (CD-MDR) (2-5 DU/Acre) – 
Open Space: Recreation (OS-R) – Location: Southerly of Center Street, northerly of Piegon Pass Road, and 
easterly of Mt. Vernon Avenue – 133.7 Acres – Zoning: Specific Plan – Approved Project Description: The 
subdivision hereby permitted is to divide the subject 133.7 acre property into a water reservoir lot, an open 
space corridor, and 326 single family residential lots with a minimum lot size of 7,200 sq. ft. – REQUEST: 
Fourth Extension of Time Request for Tentative Tract Map No. 29598, extending the expiration date to 
September 9, 2017. Project Planner: Ash Syed at (951) 955-6035 or email at asyed@rivco.org. 
 

1.2 1.2 FOURTH EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST for TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 29599 – Applicant: SFI SMR 
LP c/o Debbie Melvin – Second Supervisorial District – Edgemont-Sunnymead Zoning District – Highgrove 
Area Plan: Community Development: Medium Density Residential (CD-MDR) (2-5 DU/Acre) – Open Space: 
Recreation (OS-R) – Location: Southerly of Center Street. northerly of Piegon Pass Road, and easterly of 
Mt. Vernon Avenue – 148.4 Acres – Zoning: Specific Plan (No. 323) – Approved Project Description: 
Subdivide the subject 148.4 acre property into 145 single family residential lots with a minimum lot size of 
10,000 sq. ft. – REQUEST: Fourth Extension of Time Request for Tentative Tract Map No. 29599, extending 
the expiration date to September 9, 2017.  Project Planner: Ash Syed at (951) 955-6035 or email at 
asyed@rivco.org. 

 

1.3 1.3 FOURTH EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST for TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 29600 – Applicant: SFI SMR 
LP c/o Debbie Melvin – Second Supervisorial District – Edgemont-Sunnymead & University Zoning District 
– Highgrove Area Plan: Community Development:Medium Density Residential (CD-MDR) (2-5 DU/Acre) – 
Open Space: Recreation (OS-R) – Location: Southwesterly of Piegon Pass Road, and easterly of Mt. Vernon 
Avenue – 176.28 Acres – Zoning: Specific Plan – Approved Project Description: The subdivision hereby 
permitted is to divide the subject 176.28 acre property into 273 single family residential lots with a minimum 
lot size of 7,200 sq. ft. – REQUEST: Fourth Extension of Time Request for Tentative Tract Map No. 29600, 
extending the expiration date to September 9, 2017. Project Planner: Ash Syed at (951) 955-6035 or email 
at asyed@rivco.org. 

 

1.4 1.4 FOURTH EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST for TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 29740 – Applicant: SFI SMR 
LP c/o Debbie Melvin – Second Supervisorial District – Edgemont-Sunnymead & University Zoning District 
– Highgrove Area Plan: Community Development: Medium Density Residential (CD-MDR) (2-5 DU/Acre) – 
Open Space:Recreation (OS-R) – Location: Southerly of Center Street, northerly of Piegon Pass Road, and  
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1.5  easterly of Mt. Vernon Avenue – 98.67 Acres – Zoning: Specific Plan – Approved Project Description: Schedule “A” Subdivision 
of 98.67 acres into 270 residential lots with a minimum lot size of 7,027 sq. ft. and five (5) Open Space lots – REQUEST: 
Fourth Extension of Time Request for Tentative Tract Map No. 29740, extending the expiration date to September 9, 2017. 
Project Planner: Ash Syed at (951) 955-6035 or email at asyed@rivco.org. 

 

1.6 1.5 FOURTH EXTENSION OF TIME REQUEST for TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 31817 – Applicant: Lansing Companies – 
Fifth Supervisorial District – Nuevo Zoning Area – Lakeview/Nuevo Area Plan: Rural Community: Low Density Residential 
(RC-LDR) (1/2 acres minimum) – Location: Northerly of Central Avenue, southerly of Nuevo Road, and easterly of Menifee 
Road – 17.2 Gross Acres – Zoning: Residential Agricultural (R-A) – Approved Project Description: Schedule “B” Subdivision 
of 17.2 gross acres into 28 single family residential lots with a minimum lot size of 20,000 sq. ft. and one (1) detention basin – 
REQUEST: Fourth Extension of Time Request for Tentative Tract Map No. 31817, extending the expiration date to August 
25, 2018. Project Planner: Arturo Ortuño at (951) 955-0314 or email at aortuno@rivco.org. 
 

2.0 GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT INITIATION PROCEEDINGS: 9:00 a.m. or as soon as possible thereafter 
(Presentation available upon Commissioners’ request). 

 NONE 

3.0 PUBLIC HEARING – CONTINUED ITEMS:  9:00 a.m. or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 NONE 

4.0 PUBLIC HEARING – NEW ITEMS:  9:00 a.m. or as soon as possible thereafter. 
4.1 PUBLIC USE PERMIT NO. 931 – Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration – Applicant: Lois Hastings – 

Representative: PlaceWorks – Third Supervisorial District – Southwest Area Plan – Rural: Rural Residential (R-RR) (5 acre 
min.) – Highway 79 Policy Area – Rancho California Zoning Area – Zoning: Rural Residential (R-R) – Location: Northwesterly 
of Highway 79, easterly of Pourroy Road, and southerly of Keller Road – REQUEST: Public Use Permit No. 931 proposes to 
construct and operate a charter school serving 600 students for kindergarten through 8th grade.  Total building area is 
approximately 45,000 sq. ft.  The existing residential structures on the property will remain.  Project Planner: Larry Ross at 
(951) 955-9294 or email at lross@rivco.org.  
 

4.2 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 3699 – Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration – Applicant: Manual Astorga – 
Engineer/Representative: David Lewis – Fifth Supervisorial District – Nuevo Zoning Area – Lakeview/Nuevo Area Plan: 
Community Development: Commercial Retail (CD-CR) – Location:  Northerly of Nuevo Road, easterly of Ramona Avenue, 
southerly of Stadler Avenue, and westerly of Lakeview Avenue – 0.71 Gross Acres - Zoning: Scenic Highway Commercial 
(C-P-S)- REQUEST: A Conditional Use Permit for 1,125 square-foot retail tire sales and installation facility within an existing 
4,500 square-foot commercial building. The proposed layout of the facility will include a service counter, administration office, 
restroom, tire storage area, and tire installation area. Project Planner: David Alvarez at (951) 955-5719 or email at 
daalvarez@rivco.org.  

 

4.3 TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 36826 – Intent to Adopt Addendum No. 4 to Environmental Impact Report No. 439 – Applicant: 
Forestar Toscana LLC – Engineer/Representative: Adkan Engineers: Richard Reaves and Mitch Adkison – First Supervisorial 
District – Temescal Zoning Area – Temescal Canyon Area Plan – Community Development: Medium Density Residential 
(CD-MDR) – Open Space: Conservation (OS-C) – Location: Northerly of Temescal Canyon, southerly of Spanish Hills Drive, 
easterly of Park Canyon Road, and westerly of Indian Truck Trail – 76.58 acres – Zoning: Specific Plan (SP No. 327) – 
REQUEST: The Tentative Tract Map is a Schedule “A” Subdivision of 76.9 acres into 330 residential lots and 41 lettered lots 
for private street lots, common areas, manufactured slopes and detention basins.  Project Planner: Deborah Bradford at (95) 
955-6646 or e-mail at dbradfor@rivco.org.  
 

4.4 ORDINANCE NO. 348.4862 – Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3) and Section 15308 – REQUEST: Pursuant to the Board of Supervisors’ direction of March 21, 2017 (Board of 
Supervisors Agenda Item 18-1), Ordinance No. 348.4862, clarifies the County’s existing marijuana ban and prohibits any 
medical or adult-use cannabis businesses or cannabis activities in all zones until the County adopts a comprehensive 
regulatory framework for medical and adult-use cannabis.  Ordinance No. 348.4862 also allows limited personal cannabis 
cultivation otherwise allowed by the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (Proposition 64) and the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis 
Regulation and Safety Act (Senate Bill 94 (2017)).  Ordinance No. 348.4862 continues to recognize a limited exemption from 
enforcement for violations of the ordinance for cannabis cultivation in certain zone classifications in conjunction with a one-
family dwelling if such cannabis cultivation complies with the conditions and standards set forth in Ordinance No. 925.  A draft 
of proposed Ordinance No. 925.1, an Ordinance of the County of Riverside amending Ordinance No. 925 Prohibiting 
Marijuana Cultivation and Declaring Marijuana Cultivation to be a Nuisance, shall be provided to the Planning Commission 
for informational purposes only.  Consistent with Government Code sections 65850 and 65853 through 65855, the Planning 
Commission will only be making a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on Ordinance No. 348.4862.  The Planning 
Commission will not be taking action on Ordinance No. 925.1 which will be brought to the Board of Supervisors for action at 
a publicly noticed meeting at a later date.  Charissa Leach, Assistant TLMA Director – Community Development at (951) 955-
6097 or e-mail at cleach@rivco.org.  
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5.0 WORKSHOPS: 
 NONE 

6.0 ORAL COMMUNICATION ON ANY MATTER NOT ON THE AGENDA 

7.0 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

8.0 COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS  
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In 2004, the Legislature enacted Senate Bill 420 (codified as California Health and Safety Code sections 
11362.7 et seq., and referred to as the “Medical Marijuana Program”) to clarify the scope of Proposition 
215, and to provide qualifying patients and primary caregivers who collectively or cooperatively cultivate 
marijuana for medical purposes with a limited defense to certain specified state criminal statutes. 
Assembly Bill 2650 (2010) and Assembly Bill 1300 (2011) amended the Medical Marijuana Program to 
expressly recognize the authority of counties and cities to “[a]dopt local ordinances that regulate the 
location, operation, or establishment of a medical marijuana cooperative or collective” and to civilly and 
criminally enforce such ordinances. 
 
In 2015, the Legislature enacted the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (“MMRSA”) (Assembly 
Bills 243 and 266, Senate Bill 643) which created a licensing and regulatory framework for medical 
marijuana in California and enabled local governments to implement additional standards to permit, 
regulate, or ban medical marijuana businesses and marijuana activities within their jurisdictions.  The 
MMRSA contains a dual licensing structure that required applicants seeking medical marijuana business 
licenses to obtain both a state license and a local license.  If the local government does not allow medical 
marijuana businesses and marijuana activities in its jurisdiction, the applicant cannot obtain a state 
license.  In 2016, Senate Bill 837 changed MMRSA’s name to the Medical Cannabis Regulation and 
Safety Act (“MCRSA”).  
 
On November 8, 2016, Californians approved Proposition 64, the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (“AUMA”), 
which legalized recreational use (adult-use) of marijuana for adults ages 21 and over.  Under state law, 
adults may now use, posses, process, transport or give away 28.5 grams of marijuana or 8 grams of 
concentrated cannabis.  The AUMA further allows adults to cultivate six plants inside a private residence 
or within a locked area on the grounds of the private residence.  No more than six marijuana plants may 
be cultivated per private residence, no matter how many people live there.   
 
While the AUMA allows local governments to “reasonably regulate” indoor cultivation, local governments 
cannot outright ban indoor cultivation of six marijuana plants in private residences or locked accessory 
structures.  However, the AUMA recognizes local control to regulate or prohibit all outdoor cultivation and 
all commercial marijuana activities, including dispensaries, manufacturers, testing laboratories and 
delivery services, as well as any other marijuana businesses that may develop as a result of the new law. 
 
Like the MCRSA, the AUMA created a statewide licensing system for commercial marijuana activities, 
and requires that the state begin issuing state licenses for marijuana businesses and marijuana activities 
before Jan. 1, 2018.  Again, the AUMA preserves local control and provides that no state license can be 
issued for outdoor cultivation or other commercial marijuana activities if the local government prohibits 
such activities.  However, unlike a license issued under the MMRSA, a local license is not required for a 
state license under the AUMA. Therefore, if a local government does not make it clear that marijuana 
activities are banned in its jurisdiction, no action could potentially result in is allowance of such activities 
without permission or approval from the local government. Alternatively, local governments may take 
action to regulate outdoor cultivation or other commercial marijuana activities to a greater level than the 
state regulations, if desired.  
 
On June 27, 2017, the Governor signed Senate Bill 94, the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation 
and Safety Act (“MAUCRSA”).  The MAUCRSA unifies both the medical regulatory scheme and the adult-
use scheme to achieve a single regulatory structure at the state level.   The MAUCRSA shifts from the 
term “marijuana” to “cannabis.”  The MAUCRSA continues to recognize local control and the state cannot 
approve licenses for cannabis businesses and cannabis activities if the license would not be in compliance 
with a local government’s ordinances or regulations.  As with the AUMA, local governments must allow 
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cultivation of six plants inside a private residence or inside a fully enclosed and secure accessory structure 
to a private residence.  However, the MAUCRSA continues to recognize the ability of local governments 
to prohibit all outdoor cultivation and any other cannabis businesses and activities.  The MAUCRSA makes 
clear that nothing in the MAUCRSA is to be interpreted to supersede or limit the County’s authority to 
adopt and enforce local ordinances to regulate cannabis businesses and cannabis activities licensed by 
the state, up to and including the County’s right to ban the activity.  Under the MAUCRSA, the County 
maintains authority over land use and zoning, business licensing, and regulations regarding secondhand 
smoke in the unincorporated areas of the County.  
  
Existing County Ordinances Regarding Marijuana/Cannabis: 
 
As set forth below, the County currently bans medical marijuana dispensaries, deliveries, and cultivation 
with a limited cultivation exception for small amounts of cultivation for medical purposes in specified 
circumstances: 
 

1. On October 17, 2006, the Board adopted an amendment Ordinance No. 348 (348.4423), 
prohibiting medical marijuana dispensaries in all zone classifications.  
 

2. On May 19, 2015, the Board adopted another amendment to Ordinance No. 348 (348.4802) 
clarifying that marijuana cultivation is prohibited in all zone classifications.  

 
 

3. On June 2, 2015, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 925 declaring marijuana cultivation to be 
prohibited and a public nuisance. As directed by the Board, Ordinance No. 925 contains a 
limited exemption from enforcement for violations of the ordinance by primary caregivers and 
qualified patients for small amounts of marijuana cultivation for their own medical use in zone 
classifications identified in Section 3.4 of Ordinance No. 348 when the conditions and 
standards set forth in Section 12 of Ordinance No. 925 are met.  
 

4. On December 15, 2015, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 928 clarifying the County’s 
prohibition on mobile marijuana dispensaries and marijuana deliveries. 

 
The above actions applied to “medical marijuana” since nonmedical marijuana/cannabis use was clearly 
illegal at the time of the adoption of those ordinances. Given the recent voter approval of Proposition 64, 
and now the passage of the MAUCRSA, it is necessary to clarify the County’s existing prohibitions so as 
to maintain the current status quo and avoid the State issuing licenses for cannabis businesses and 
cannabis activities in the unincorporated areas of the County while the Board’s ad-hoc committee studies 
the issue and develops options for the Board to consider, options such as continuing the prohibitions or 
developing a regulatory scheme.  As indicated in proposed Ordinance No. 348.4862, the prohibitions in 
the ordinance are only intended to be in place until such time as the County adopts a comprehensive 
regulatory framework for medical and adult-use cannabis. 
 
A draft of proposed Ordinance No. 925.1, an Ordinance of the County of Riverside amending Ordinance 
No. 925 Prohibiting Marijuana Cultivation and Declaring Marijuana Cultivation to be a Nuisance, is 
attached to this staff report for informational purposes only.  Ordinance No. 925 is the County’s nuisance 
ordinance regarding marijuana cultivation.  The proposed amendments in Ordinance No. 925.1 are to 
exempt the cultivation of six plants inside a private residence or within a locked area on the grounds of 
the private residence by adults 21 years of age or older, as allowed under Proposition 64 and the 
MAUCRSA.  Consistent with Government Code sections 65850 and 65853 through 65855, the Planning 
Commission will only be making a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on Ordinance No. 
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348.4862. The Planning Commission will not be taking action on Ordinance No. 925.1 which will be 
brought to the Board of Supervisors for action at a publicly noticed meeting at a later date. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TAKE THE 
FOLLOWING ACTIONS:  
 
FIND that the proposed amendment is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 
15061 (b)(3) and 15308 based upon the findings set forth herein and the conclusion that the project will 
not have a significant effect on the environment; and 
 
ADOPT Ordinance No. 348.4862 based upon the findings and conclusions incorporated in the staff 
report. 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
1. The proposed amendment applies to all unincorporated areas of Riverside County. 

 
2. The proposed amendment does not alter or change any of the permitted land uses in the County.  

No new land uses are being authorized or permitted by the proposed amendment. 
 
3. The proposed amendment does not authorize the County to issue any types of land use permits or 

entitlements for cannabis businesses or cannabis activities. 
 

4. The proposed ordinance amendment is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment.  Ordinance No. 348 is a prohibitive zoning ordinance.  If a use is not listed in the 
ordinance, it is prohibited.  Cannabis businesses and cannabis activities have never been listed as 
a use under Ordinance No. 348.  The proposed amendment further clarifies that cannabis 
businesses and cannabis activities are not a permitted use under Ordinance No. 348.  No new land 
disturbance or development projects are associated with this ordinance amendment and it does 
not commit the County to approve any new land disturbance or development.  In addition, the 
proposed amendment is also exempt from CEQA under CEQA Guidelines section 15308- Actions 
taken by Regulatory Agencies for the Protection of the Environment.  The proposed amendment is 
being done to make clear that cannabis businesses and cannabis activities are prohibited.  
Ordinance Nos. 725 and 925 set forth the enforcement structure for violations of Ordinance No. 
348 with regarding to cannabis businesses and cannabis activities. 

 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
1. This proposed ordinance amendment is in conformance with all elements of the Riverside County 

General Plan.  As stated above, Ordinance No. 348.4862 does not alter or change any of the 
permitted land uses in the County.  No new land uses are being authorized or permitted by the 
proposed amendment. 

 
2. This proposed ordinance amendment is consistent with Ordinance No. 348, and with all other 

applicable provisions of Ordinance No. 348. 
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3. The public’s health, safety, and general welfare are protected through this proposed ordinance 

amendment.   
 
4. This proposed project will not have a significant negative effect on the environment. 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  
 
1. As of this writing, no letters, in support or opposition have been received. 
 
2. The amendment covers all properties and parcels within the unincorporated areas of Riverside 

County. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 348.4862 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 348 

RELATING TO ZONING 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Riverside ordains as follows: 

Section 1. Section 3.4 of Ordinance No. 348 is amended to read as follows: 

“SECTION 3.4.  CANNABIS 

A. Purpose and Intent.  Except for personal use of cannabis otherwise allowed under 

the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (Senate Bill 94 

(2017) (“MAUCRSA”), this section expressly prohibits all cannabis businesses and 

cannabis activities, medical or adult-use, until the County adopts a comprehensive 

regulatory framework for medical and adult-use cannabis and imposes reasonable 

regulations regarding personal cannabis cultivation otherwise allowed by State law.   

B. Cannabis Businesses and Cannabis Activities Prohibited.   

1. Except for personal use of cannabis otherwise allowed under the 

MAUCRSA and personal cannabis cultivation as provided in subsection C. 

below, all medical or adult-use cannabis businesses and cannabis activities 

are expressly prohibited in all zone classifications and no permit of any 

type, license, or any other entitlement, authorizing the establishment, 

operation, maintenance, development, or construction of any use that allows 

for medical or adult-use cannabis businesses or cannabis activities shall be 

issued therefor.  The County shall not issue any permit, license or other 

entitlement for any activity for which a State license is required under the 

MAUCRSA. 

2. Except for personal use of cannabis otherwise allowed under the 

MAUCRSA and personal cultivation as provided in subsection C. below,  
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the renting or leasing of any property for any medical or adult-use cannabis 

businesses or cannabis activities is prohibited in all zone classifications. 

C. Personal Cannabis Cultivation 

1. The prohibition in this section shall not prohibit a person 21 years of age or 

older from engaging in the indoor cannabis cultivation of six or fewer living 

cannabis plants within a single private residence or inside a detached 

accessory structure located upon the grounds of a private residence that is 

fully enclosed and secured, to the extent such cultivation is authorized by 

Health and Safety Code sections 11362.1 and 11362.2. In no event shall 

more than six living cannabis plants be allowed per private residence under 

this subsection.  For the purposes of this subsection, private residence 

means a one family dwelling, an apartment unit, a mobile home or other 

similar dwelling.   

2. There shall be a limited exemption from enforcement for violations of this 

section for cannabis cultivation in the following zone classifications in 

conjunction with a one family dwelling if such cannabis cultivation is for 

medical purposes and complies with the conditions and standards set forth 

in Ordinance No. 925: Light Agriculture (A-1), Heavy Agriculture (A-2), 

Light Agriculture with Poultry (A-P), Citrus Vineyard (C/V), Natural 

Assets (N-A), One-Family Dwellings (R-1), One-Family Dwellings 

Mountain Resort (R-1A), Multiple-Family Dwellings (R-2), Limited 

Multiple-Family Dwellings (R-2A), General Residential (R-3), Village 

Tourist Residential (R-3A), Planned Residential (R-4), Residential 

Incentive (R-6), Residential Agricultural (R-A), Regulated Development 

(R-D), Rural Residential (R-R), Mobile Home Subdivisions and Mobile 

Home Parks (R-T), Mobile Home Subdivision Rural (R-T-R), Controlled 

Development Areas (W-2), Controlled Development Area with Mobile 

Homes (W-2-M), Wine Country – Winery (WC-W), Wine Country – 
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Winery Existing (WC-WE), Wine Country – Equestrian (WC-E), Wine 

Country – Residential (WC-R), and Specific Plan (SP) when the particular 

Specific Plan uses any of the other zone classifications identified in this 

subsection.” 

Section 2. A new Section 21.19c. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19c. CANNABIS.  All parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, 

Cannabis indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, or any other strain or varietal of the genus 

Cannabis that may exist or hereafter be discovered or developed that has psychoactive or 

medicinal properties, whether growing or already harvested, including the seeds thereof.  

“Cannabis” also means cannabis as defined by Business and Professions Code section 

26001 and Health and Safety Code section 11018.  “Cannabis” does not mean “industrial 

hemp” as defined by Food and Agricultural Code section 81100 or Health and Safety Code 

section 11018.5.  For the purpose of this ordinance, cannabis is not a crop.”    

Section 3. A new Section 21.19d. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19d. CANNABIS, ADULT-USE.  Cannabis and any cannabis product 

intended to be sold for use by adults 21 years or older pursuant to the Medicinal and Adult-

Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (Senate Bill 94 (2017).” 

Section 4. A new Section 21.19e. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19e. CANNABIS ACTIVITY.  The cultivation, possession, 

manufacturing, processing, storing, testing, labeling, distribution, selling, giving away, or 

providing medical or adult-use cannabis and cannabis products, whether or not for profit.” 

Section 5. A new Section 21.19f. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19f. CANNABIS BUSINESS.  The cultivation, possession, 

manufacturing, processing, storing, testing, labeling, distribution, selling, giving away, or 

providing medical or adult-use cannabis and cannabis products for commercial purposes.” 

Section 6. A new Section 21.19g. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19g. CANNABIS CULTIVATION.  Any activity involving the planting, 

growing harvesting, drying, curing, grading or trimming of cannabis.”   
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Section 7. A new Section 21.19h. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19h.  CANNABIS DISTRIBUTION.  The procurement, sale, and 

transport of cannabis and cannabis products between cannabis licensees.”  

Section 8. A new Section 21.19i. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19i. CANNABIS MANUFACTURING.  The compounding, blending, 

extracting, infusing, or otherwise making or preparing a cannabis product.” 

Section 9. A new Section 21.19j. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19j. CANNABIS PRODUCTS.  Cannabis that has undergone a process 

whereby the plant material has been transformed into a concentrate, including, but not 

limited to, concentrated cannabis, or an edible or topical product containing cannabis or 

concentrated cannabis and other ingredients.”   

Section 10. A new Section 21.19k. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.19k. CANNABIS TESTING.  A laboratory, facility, or entity that offers 

or performs tests of cannabis or cannabis products.” 

Section 11. A new Section 21.51k. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

  “SECTION 21.51k. MARIJUANA.  Cannabis.” 

Section 12. A new Section 21.51l. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.51l. MEDICAL CANNABIS.  Cannabis and any cannabis product 

intended to be used by medical cannabis patients pursuant to the Compassionate Use Act 

of 1996 (Proposition 215), pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 11362.5.  Medical 

cannabis does not include “industrial hemp” as defined by Food and Agricultural Code 

section 81100 or Health and Safety Code section 11018.5.”   

Section 13. A new Section 21.51m. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

  “SECTION 21.51m. MEDICAL MARIJUANA.  Medical cannabis.”  

Section 14. A new Section 21.58a. is added to Ordinance No. 348 to read as follows: 

“SECTION 21.58a. PERSONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION.  The planting, growing, 

harvesting, drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis, done or performed by a 

person for personal, non-commercial purposes pursuant to Health and Safety Code sections 
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11362.1 and 11362.2 under the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety 

Act (Senate Bill 94 (2017).” 

Section 15. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph of this ordinance 

or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not 

affect the other provisions of this ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or 

application, and to this end, the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

Section 16. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its 

adoption. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY 
      OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
     

By:  ___________________________________ 
                                                                Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
 
 
By:  _____________________ 
        Deputy 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM  
July ___, 2017 
 
 
 
By:  _____________________ 
        TIFFANY N. NORTH 
        Chief Deputy County Counsel  
G:\Property\TNorth\RCO No 348\RCO No 348 re MCAURSA Final.doc 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
A PUBLIC HEARING has been scheduled, pursuant to Riverside County Land Use Ordinance No. 348, before 
the RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION to consider the Ordinance shown below: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 348.4862 – Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15308 – REQUEST: Pursuant to the Board of Supervisors’ direction 
of March 21, 2017 (Board of Supervisors Agenda Item 18-1), Ordinance No. 348.4862, clarifies the County’s 
existing marijuana ban and prohibits any medical or adult-use cannabis businesses or cannabis activities in all 
zones until the County adopts a comprehensive regulatory framework for medical and adult-use cannabis.  
Ordinance No. 348.4862 also allows limited personal cannabis cultivation otherwise allowed by the Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act (Proposition 64) and the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (Senate Bill 
94 (2017)).  Ordinance No. 348.4862 continues to recognize a limited exemption from enforcement for violations 
of the ordinance for cannabis cultivation in certain zone classifications in conjunction with a one-family dwelling if 
such cannabis cultivation complies with the conditions and standards set forth in Ordinance No. 925.  A draft of 
proposed Ordinance No. 925.1, an Ordinance of the County of Riverside amending Ordinance No. 925 
Prohibiting Marijuana Cultivation and Declaring Marijuana Cultivation to be a Nuisance, shall be provided to the 
Planning Commission for informational purposes only.  Consistent with Government Code sections 65850 and 
65853 through 65855, the Planning Commission will only be making a recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors on Ordinance No. 348.4862.  The Planning Commission will not be taking action on Ordinance No. 
925.1 which will be brought to the Board of Supervisors for action at a publicly noticed meeting at a later date. 
 
TIME OF HEARING: 9:00 a.m. or as soon as possible thereafter 
DATE OF HEARING: AGUST 2, 2017 
PLACE OF HEARING: RIVERSIDE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 

BOARD CHAMBERS, 1ST FLOOR 
4080 LEMON STREET, RIVERSIDE, CA 92501     

 
For further information regarding this project, please contact Charissa Leach, Assistant TLMA Director – 
Community Development at (951) 955-6097 or e-mail at cleach@rivco.org, or go to the County Planning 
Department’s Planning Commission agenda web page at http://planning.rctlma.org/PublicHearings.aspx.   The 
case file for Ordinance No. 348.4862 may be viewed Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at the 
Planning Department office, located at 4080 Lemon St. 9th Floor, Riverside, CA 92501. 
 
The Riverside County Planning Department has determined that the above-described Ordinance No. 348.4862 is 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Planning Commission will 
consider the proposed ordinance at the public hearing. 
 
Any person wishing to comment on proposed Ordinance No. 348.4862 may do so in writing between the date of 
this notice and the public hearing; or, may appear and be heard at the time and place noted above.  All 
comments received prior to the public hearing will be submitted to the Planning Commission, and the Planning 
Commission will consider such comments, in addition to any oral testimony, before making a recommendation on 
proposed Ordinance No. 348.4862. 
 
If Ordinance No. 348.4862 is challenged in court, the issues may be limited to those raised at the public hearing, 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the 
public hearing.  Be advised that as a result of public hearings and comment, the Planning Commission may 
make recommendations, in whole or in part, to amend the proposed ordinance.   
 
Please send all written correspondence to: 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Attn:  Charissa Leach, Assistant TLMA Director – Community Development 
P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA  92502-1409 

mailto:cleach@rivco.org
http://planning.rctlma.org/PublicHearings.aspx
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