
  
  

 

4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor, P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA 92502-1409  Phone: (951) 955-3200  Fax: (951) 955-3757 
77588 El Duna Court, Suite H, Palm Desert, CA 92211  Phone: (760) 863-8277  Fax: (760) 863-7040 

Final: 05-29-18 

1:30 P.M. JUNE 4, 2018 
AGENDA 

  RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
   DIRECTOR’S HEARING 

 

DESERT PERMIT ASSISTANCE CENTER 
77-588 El Duna Court, Suite H 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
 

If you wish to speak, please complete a “SPEAKER IDENTIFICATION FORM” and give it to the Planning Director.  The 
purpose of the public hearing is to allow interested parties to express their concerns.  Please do not repeat information 
already given.  If you have no additional information, but wish to be on record, simply give your name and address and state 
that you agree with the previous speaker(s). 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require reasonable accommodations please contact the TLMA 
Commission Secretary at (951) 955-7436 or e-mail at esarabia@rivco.org.  Requests should be made 72 hours in advance 
or as soon as possible prior to the scheduled meeting.  Alternative formats are available upon request. 
1.0 CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 NONE 

2.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS:  CONTINUED ITEMS: 1:30 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 NONE 

3.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NEW ITEMS: 1:30 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter. 
3.1 PLOT PLAN NO. 26164 – Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration – EA42892 – Applicant: United Pentecostal Church 

– Representative: Michael Napolitano – Fifth Supervisorial District – Pass and Desert District – Western Coachella 
Valley Area Plan – Land Use: Rural: Rural Desert (R-RD) (10 Acre Minimum) – 7.63 Gross Acres – Zoning: Controlled 
Development Areas (W-2) – Location: Northerly of Interstate 10, easterly of Highway 62, westerly of Worsley Road, 
and southerly of Dillon Road – 7.63 Gross Acres – REQUEST: A request to construct a 22,406 sq. ft. church, 32-feet 
high, with a  50’0” high steeple.  The proposed building floor plan includes an 8,572 sq. ft. sanctuary and various offices, 
classrooms, and multipurpose rooms. The project would provide 262 parking spaces. Project Planner: Jason Killebrew 
at (951) 955-0314 or email at jkillebr@rivco.org.    
 

STAFF RECOMMENDS A CONTINUANCE TO JUNE 18, 2018 – DIRECTOR’S HEARING, DESERT LOCATION. 
 

3.2 PLOT PLAN NO. 26221 – Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration – EA43006 – Owner/Applicant: FD Partners, LLC 
– Representative: Cosbey Watson – Fourth Supervisorial District – Mecca Zoning District – Eastern Coachella Valley 
Area Plan: Community Development: Commercial Retail (CD-CR) (0.20 – 0.35 Floor Area Ratio) – Location: Southerly 
of 2nd Street, easterly of Date Palm Street, and westerly of Brown Street at the southeast corner of 2nd Street and Date 
Palm Street – 1.0 Gross Acre – Zoning: Scenic-Highway Commercial (C-P-S) – REQUEST: Plot Plan No. 26221 
proposes an 8,352 sq. ft. single-story retail commercial building up to 32-feet in height with approximately 43-parking 
spaces, trash enclosure, and drainage features. The 1.0 gross acre project area for Plot Plan No. 26221 also contains 
an existing 1,670 sq. ft. U.S. Post Office building up to approximately 12-feet in height with approximately 14-parking 
spaces located within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 727-193-028. The overall project area consists of three (3) 
APN’s including APNs 727-193-027, 727-193-028, and 727-193-041. Project Planner: Jay Olivas at (760) 863-7050 or 
email at jolivas@rivco.org.  

4.0 SCOPING SESSION: 1:30 p.m. or soon as possible thereafter: 
4.1 SCOPING SESSION FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 

180001, PUBLIC USE PERMIT NO. 180001 – CEQ180007 – Applicant: IP Athos, LLC – Engineer/Representative: 
Aspen Environmental Group – Fourth Supervisorial District – Chuckwalla District – Desert Center Area Plan – 
Agriculture: Agriculture (AG:AG) – Open Space: Rural (OS-R) – Location: Easterly and westerly of Rice Road 
approximately 4 miles north of Interstate 10 (I-10). Southerly and westerly of Desert Center Airport – 3,600 gross acres 
– Zoning: Light Agriculture – 20 Acre Minimum (A-1-20) – Controlled Development Areas – 10 acre minimum (W-2-10) 
– Natural Assets (N-A) – REQUEST: The Environmental Impact Report will study the potential impacts of the related 
applications as generally described here. This Scoping Session is for the purpose of briefing the Planning Director, the 
public, and all responsible and trustee agencies on the nature and extent of the proposed project; and, to allow the 
Planning Director and the public an opportunity to identify issues that should be addressed in the Environmental Impact 
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Report (EIR). The project proposes to construct, operate, and decommission the Renewable Energy Project, which 
includes a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) electrical generating and storage facility and associated infrastructure to 
generate and deliver renewable electricity to the statewide electricity transmission grid. The proposed Project, a PV 
solar power plant and 11-mile-long 220 kV gen-tie transmission line, would be located on approximately 3,400 acres 
across seven (7) non-contiguous groups of parcels northeast of the community of Desert Center. The Project would 
consist of solar fields, inverters, powerlines, four (4) substations, an O&M Building, access roads, telecommunications 
facilities, and related equipment.  The facility would generate and provide storage for 500 megawatts (MW) of renewable 
energy using PV technology. The power produced by the Project would be conveyed to the statewide power grid via 
interconnection to the SCE Red Bluff Substation, an existing substation located south of I-10, and approximately 1.1 
miles south of the Project area.  As part of the Project, the applicant is also seeking to vacate interior roadways and 
merge contiguous project parcels. Roads along the project perimeter on the solar facility lands would remain dedicated 
public access.  PUP180001 is proposed to construct an 11-mile-long 220 kV gen-tie transmission line to connect the 
seven (7) non-contiguous groups of parcels and the SCE Red Bluff Substation.  Project Planner: Kevin White at (951) 
955-1417 or email at kewhite@rivco.org.   

5.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

mailto:kewhite@rivco.org


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
A PUBLIC HEARING has been scheduled, pursuant to Riverside County Land Use Ordinance No. 348, before 
the RIVERSIDE COUNTY DIRECTOR'S HEARING to consider the project shown below: 
 
PLOT PLAN NO. 26221 – Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration – EA43006 – Owner/Applicant: FD Partners, 
LLC – Representative: Cosbey Watson – Fourth Supervisorial District – Mecca Zoning District – Eastern 
Coachella Valley Community Area Plan: Community Development: Commercial Retail (CD: CR) (0.20 – 0.35 
Floor Area Ratio) – Location: Southerly of 2nd Street, easterly of Date Palm Street, and westerly of Brown Street 
at the southeast corner of 2nd Street and Date Palm Street – 1.0 Gross Acres – Zoning: Scenic-Highway 
Commercial (C-P-S) – REQUEST: Plot Plan No. 26221 proposes an 8,352 sq. ft. single-story retail commercial 
building up to 32-feet in height with approximately 43-parking spaces, trash enclosure, and drainage features. 
The 1.0 gross acre project area for Plot Plan No. 26221 also contains an existing 1,670 sq. ft. U.S. Post Office 
Building up to approximately 12-feet in height with approximately 14-parking spaces located within Assessor’s 
Parcel Number (APN) 727-193-028. The overall project area consists of three (3) APN’s including APNs 727-
193-027, 727-193-028, and 727-193-041.  
 

TIME OF HEARING: 1:30 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter 
DATE OF HEARING: JUNE 4, 2018 
PLACE OF HEARING: PALM DESERT PERMIT CENTER 

77-588 EL DUNA CT., SUITE H 
PALM DESERT, CA 92211 

 
For further information regarding this project, please contact Project Planner: Jay Olivas at (760) 863-7050 or 
email at jolivas@rivco.org, or go to the County Planning Department’s Director’s Hearing agenda web page at 
http://planning.rctlma.org/PublicHearings.aspx.      
 
The Riverside County Planning Department has determined that the above project will not have a significant 
effect on the environment and has recommended adoption of a negative declaration. The Planning Director will 
consider the proposed project and the proposed negative declaration, at the public hearing.  The case file for the 
proposed project and the proposed negative declaration may be viewed Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., at the County of Riverside Planning Department, 4080 Lemon Street 12th Floor, Riverside, CA 92501.  
For further information or an appointment, contact the project planner. 
 
Any person wishing to comment on the proposed project may do so in writing between the date of this notice 
and the public hearing; or, may appear and be heard at the time and place noted above.  All comments received 
prior to the public hearing will be submitted to the Planning Director, and the Planning Director will consider such 
comments, in addition to any oral testimony, before making a decision on the proposed project. 
 
If this project is challenged in court, the issues may be limited to those raised at the public hearing, described in 
this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Director at, or prior to, the public hearing.  Be 
advised that as a result of public hearings and comment, the Planning Director may amend, in whole or in part, 
the proposed project.  Accordingly, the designations, development standards, design or improvements, or any 
properties or lands within the boundaries of the proposed project, may be changed in a way other than specifically 
proposed. 
 
Please send all written correspondence to: 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Attn: Jay Olivas    
P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA  92502-1409 

mailto:jolivas@rivco.org
http://planning.rctlma.org/PublicHearings.aspx
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The project site is located east and west of Rice Road approximately 4 miles north of Interstate 10, and 
both south and west of Desert Center Airport. 
 

 
No public hearing on the proposed project has been scheduled at this time.  A public hearing on this 
matter will not be scheduled until staff has concluded review of the proposed project, the zoning ordinance 
and verified that an adequate and complete response to comments have been incorporated in the Draft 
EIR. 
 

Land Use and Zoning: 
Specific Plan: N/A 

Specific Plan Land Use: N/A 
  

Existing General Plan Foundation Component: Open Space  
Proposed General Plan Foundation Component: N/A 

Existing General Plan Land Use Designation:  Rural 
Proposed General Plan Land Use Designation:  N/A 

Policy / Overlay Area: N/A 
Surrounding General Plan Land Uses  

North: Open Space: Rural (OS-R) 

East: Open Space: Rural (OS-R) Agriculture: Agriculture 
(Ag:Ag) 

South: Open Space: Rural (OS-R) 
West: Open Space: Rural (OS-R) 

  

Existing Zoning Classification: Controlled Development Areas (W-2-10) Natural 
Assets (N/A) 

Proposed Zoning Classification: N/A 
Surrounding Zoning Classifications  

North: Controlled Development Area (W-2-5) 

East: Controlled Development Areas (W-2-10) Natural 
Assets (N/A) 

South: Controlled Development Areas (W-2-10) Natural 
Assets (N/A) 

West: Controlled Development Areas (W-2-10) Natural 
Assets (N/A) 

  

Existing Use: Vacant 
Surrounding Uses  

North: Vacant – Desert Center Airport 

PROJECT RECOMMENDATION 

PROJECT DATA 



File No(s). CUP180001 & PUP180001 
Directors Hearing: June 4, 2018 
Page 3 of 5

 
 

 
 

South: Vacant 
East: Vacant 
West: Vacant 

 
Project Site Details: 

Item Value Min./Max. Development Standard 

Project Site (Acres): 3400 Acres N/A 
Proposed Building Area (SQFT): 3,000  N/A 

Building Height (FT): 15 50 
   

Located Within: 
City’s Sphere of Influence: No  

Community Service Area (“CSA”): No 
Recreation and Parks District: No  

Special Flood Hazard Zone: No  
Agricultural Preserve  No  

Liquefaction Area: YES – Moderate 
Subsidence Area: Yes – Susceptible 

Fault Zone: No 
Fire Zone: No 

Mount Palomar Observatory Lighting Zone:   No 
WRCMSHCP Criteria Cell: No     

CVMSHCP Conservation Boundary: No 
Stephens Kangaroo Rat (“SKR”) Fee Area:  No 

Airport Influence Area (“AIA”): Yes – Desert Center Airport 
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Figure 1: Project Location Map 

 
 

 
Background:  
 
The Project would consist of solar fields, inverters, powerlines, 4 substations, a 3,000 square foot O&M 
Building, access roads, telecommunications facilities, and related equipment.  The facility would generate 
and provide storage for 500 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy using PV technology. The power 
produced by the Project would be conveyed to the statewide power grid via interconnection to the SCE 
Red Bluff Substation, an existing substation located south of I-10 and approximately 1.1 miles south of 
the Project area.  As part of the Project, the applicant is also seeking to vacate interior roadways and 
merge contiguous project parcels. Roads along the project perimeter on the solar facility lands would 
remain dedicated public access.  
 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
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Probable environmental effects of the project: The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall address 
the potential significant impacts of the proposed Athos Renewable Energy Project. As a result, the 
probable environmental impacts that will be analyzed as part of the EIR include: 
 
Aesthetics/Visual Resources/Reflection     Agricultural Resources 
Air Quality       Biological Resources 
Cultural Resources and Paleontological Resources  Geology and Soils 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions     Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Hydrology and Water Quality     Land Use and Planning 
Noise        Population and Housing / Socioeconomics 
Traffic and Transportation 
 
The EIR will include all topical areas of content required by CEQA, including cumulative impacts, 
alternatives to the proposed Project, and growth-inducing impacts. For each resource topic, environmental 
impacts relating to construction, operations, and decommissioning phases of the Project will be identified. 
However, the level of analysis to be included may vary based on the complexity of the issues, public and 
agency input to the NOP, and/or refinements to the Project description that may occur subsequent to the 
publication of the NOP. For impacts that are significant, mitigation measures will be proposed to alleviate 
or avoid the significant impact(s). 
 
 

 
Per CEQA, an EIR is an informational document which, when its preparation is required by the lead 
agency, shall be considered by public agencies prior to its approval or disapproval of a project. The 
purpose of an EIR is to provide public agencies and the public with detailed information about the effect 
a proposed project is likely to have on the environment; to list ways in which the significant effects of such 
a project might be minimized; and to indicate alternatives to such a project.  
 
The EIR will be prepared for the proposed project. The Draft EIR will respond to comments received during 
the Notice of Preparation period including those made by reviewing agencies in addition to those received 
at the Scoping Session.  The Draft EIR will be circulated for Notice of Completion review and public 
comment period for at least 45 days. Comments received during that circulation period will be addressed 
in the Final EIR prior to scheduling a public hearing on this item. 
 

 
Notice of Preparation notices were mailed to property owners within 1500 feet of the proposed project 
site, and to public agencies, organizations, and local public libraries, as well as posted on the County of 
Riverside Planning Department’s website. As of the writing of this report Planning Staff has/has not 
received written communication/phone calls.  
 
Template Location: Y:\Planning Master Forms\Templates\Staff Report\Staff_Report_Template_DH_PC.docx 
Template Revision:  05/24/18 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW / ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION AND OUTREACH 





 

 

      
    

Charissa Leach, P.E.   

 Assistant TLMA Director 

 

4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor, P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA 92502-1409  Phone: (951) 955-3200  Fax: (951) 955-3757 
77588 El Duna Court, Suite H, Palm Desert, CA 92211  Phone: (760) 863-8277  Fax: (760) 863-7040 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
 

Date:  May 9, 2018 
 
To:  Responsible and Trustee Agencies, Interested Organizations, and Individuals.  
 

Project Title/Case No.: Athos Renewable Energy Project – Draft Environmental Impact Report Conditional Use 
Permit No. 180001/Public Use Permit No. 180001  
  

Project Location: The Athos Renewable Energy Project is located in Riverside County, north of Interstate 10 (I-10) and 
approximately 4 miles east and northeast of the Desert Center Community. The Project consists of 65 parcels on private 
land, the APNs of which are listed on the attached sheet titled “Assessor’s Parcels for the Athos Renewable Energy 
Project.” A 220 kilovolt (kV) generation tie (gen-tie) transmission line would be located both north and south of the I-10 
freeway to connect the facility into the existing Southern California Edison (SCE) Red Bluff 500/220 kV Substation. The 
solar facility site is located within the County of Riverside’s jurisdiction. The 220 kV gen-tie line would traverse mainly BLM-
administered public lands. 
 

Project Description: IP Athos, LLC (“Applicant”), a subsidiary of Intersect Power, proposes to construct, operate, and 
decommission the Athos Renewable Energy Project, which includes a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) electrical 
generating and storage facility and associated infrastructure to generate and deliver renewable electricity to the statewide 
electricity transmission grid. The proposed Project, a PV solar power plant and 11-mile-long 220 kV gen-tie transmission 
line, would be located on approximately 3,400 acres across 7 non-contiguous groups of parcels northeast of the community 
of Desert Center. The Project would consist of a solar fields, inverters, powerlines, 4 substations, an O&M Building, access 
roads, telecommunications facilities, and related equipment.  The facility would generate and provide storage for 500 
megawatts (MW) of renewable energy using PV technology. The power produced by the Project would be conveyed to the 
statewide power grid via interconnection to the SCE Red Bluff Substation, an existing substation located south of I-10 and 
approximately 1.1 miles south of the Project area.  As part of the Project, the applicant is also seeking to vacate interior 
roadways and merge contiguous project parcels. Roads along the project perimeter on the solar facility lands would remain 
dedicated public access.  
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, notice is given to responsible and interested agencies that the 
Riverside County Planning Department plans to oversee the preparation on an Environmental Impact Report for the 
above-described project.  The purpose of this notice is to solicit guidance from your agency as to the scope and content 
of the environmental information to be included in the EIR.  Information in that regard should be submitted to this office 
as soon as possible, but not later than thirty (30) days after receiving this notice. 
 

Probable Environmental effects of the project: The County of Riverside has determined that an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) shall be prepared to address the potential significant impacts of the proposed Athos Renewable Energy 
Project. As a result, the probable environmental impacts that will be analyzed as part of the EIR include: 
 

Aesthetics/Visual Resources/Reflection     
Air Quality       
Cultural Resources and Paleontological Resources  
Greenhouse Gas Emissions     
Hydrology and Water Quality  
Noise        
Traffic and Transportation 

Agricultural Resources 
Biological Resources 
Geology and Soils 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Land Use and Planning 
Population and Housing / Socioeconomics 
 

 

The EIR will include all topical areas of content required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), including 
cumulative impacts, alternatives to the proposed Project, and growth-inducing impacts. For each resource topic, 
environmental impacts relating to construction, operations, and decommissioning phases of the Project will be 
identified. However, the level of analysis to be included may vary based on the complexity of the issues, public and 
agency input to this Notice of Preparation (NOP), and/or refinements to the Project description that may occur 
subsequent to the publication of this NOP. For impacts that are significant, mitigation measures will be proposed to 
alleviate or avoid the significant impact(s). 
 



Maps and data are for reference purposes only. Map features are approximate. 
El mapa y los datos son para referencia solamente. La información del mapa son aproximados 

LEAD AGENCY: 
Riverside County Planning Department 
Attn: Kevin White, Project Planner 
4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor/P.O. Box 1409 
Riverside, CA 92502-1409 

PROJECT SPONSOR: 
Applicant: IP Athos, LLC 
548 Market Street # 68743 
San Francisco, CA 94104-5401 

 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
Because the Project meets the CEQA Guidelines §15206 definition of a project having statewide, regional, or area-wide 
significance, the Count of Riverside will hold a scoping meeting as specified in CEQA Guidelines §15082. The scoping 
meeting will be held at: 

County of Riverside - Desert Office 
77-588 El Duna Ct., Suite H  

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
June 4, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kevin White at (951) 955-1417 or by email at KEWhite@rivco.org. 
 

Assessor’s Parcels for the Athos Renewable Energy Project. 
 

Assessor’s Parcels for Project Site (CUP 180001 & PUP 180001)  
807-191-004 807-690-004 807-690-027 811-170-009  
807-680-001  807-690-011 807-690-028 811-170-013 
807-680-002 807-690-012 810-110-001 811-180-001 
807-680-003 807-690-013 810-110-006 811-180-002 
807-680-004 807-690-014 811-122-001 811-180-003 
807-680-005 807-690-015 811-122-002 811-180-004  
807-680-006 807-690-016 811-122-009 811-180-005 
807-680-007 807-690-017 811-130-010 811-180-013 
807-680-008 807-690-018 811-142-005 811-180-014 
807-680-009 807-690-019 811-142-006 811-180-024 
807-680-010 807-690-020 811-142-007 811-190-001 
807-680-011 807-690-021 811-142-015 811-260-013 
807-680-012 807-690-022 811-150-001 807-191-031 (gen-tie only) 
807-680-013 807-690-023 811-150-002 811-121-003 (gen-tie only) 
807-690-001 807-690-024 811-170-002  
807-690-002 807-690-025  811-170-007  
807-690-003 807-690-026 811-170-008  
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