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Executive Summary 

With the start of autumn, the County of Riverside’s eRED Project activities have kicked into high gear.  
All of the key efforts areas proposed have now been initiated.  With the release of the Draft EIR/EIS by 
the State for the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), there is much work to be done 
examining the plan and working through the County’s General Plan needs in relation to it.  This work 
involves a variety of County staff from different disciplines.  The cooler weather has also brought forth a 
flurry of activity in the Salton Sea region.  Initial meetings and contacts have been conducted with a 
variety of entities involved in this area as well.  The County has also begun GIS analysis and mapping of 
the area.  The County Planning Department has completed the eRED Project website and is working with 
County Information Technology (RCIT) staff to see it fully launched and functional online.  Lastly, on 
September 22, 2014, the Request for Qualifications to solicit an engineering firm to perform Salton Sea 
utility analyses (as part of Task 4) was published in the County newspaper of record and posted online.  
The bid solicitation period ended October 14, 2014, and copies of the three bids received are enclosed.  
Results of the bid process (i.e., the County’s progress on bid evaluation and selection) will be reported 
on in next month’s progress report.  

View from the shore of the Salton Sea, California. 
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Work Statement 

This section briefly addresses the status of the project’s approved tasks in the Work Statement.  
Discussion is split into three sections focusing on completed activities, ongoing activities and, lastly, 
activities with no new progress to report.  Each subtask item includes a report on its status, including 
discussion of any products due and whether or not the project is progressing according to schedule.  
Where applicable the discussion also covers any problems encountered, proposed changes contem-
plated and anticipated results for the upcoming quarter. 

 
Agreement Activities Completed This Month 

No specific tasks or subtasks were completed in September 2014.  However, work product (a) of Task 
2.3 was completed.  The Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was released publicly to solicit bids for the 
engineering subconsultant needed for this project.  See discussion under “Ongoing Activities,” below.  
All other activities and work products produced in September were part of on-going efforts and are 
described in subsequent sections.   

 
Status of Ongoing Agreement Activities  

The tasks listed below are ongoing and have had activity performed as indicated.  Unless noted other-
wise, each of these tasks will be reported on further in subsequent progress reports.  Ongoing items will 
remain in this section unless concluded or there has been no activity during the reporting period.  In 
such cases, the item will be discussed in the applicable other section instead.  
 

A. Task 1.4 – Monthly Progress Report 
 
The second progress report was initially submitted to the CEC electronically pursuant to Task 1.4 on 
September 15, 2014.  Mailing of the final hardcopy version was delayed due to changes needed for the 
first invoice that originally accompanied Report #02.  Invoicing issues are still unresolved, however, so a 
final hardcopy version of Report #02 (with the attached Invoice #01 removed) will be mailed to the CEC 
along with this month’s report.  The next progress report is due on the tenth working day of each month 
as per the Agreement schedule and, thus, will be submitted to the CEC on October 15, 2014.  This sub-
task remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at this time.  This item will continue to be 
produced monthly as per Work Statement and schedule.  See discussion under “Financials” for addi-
tional details on invoicing issues.  
 

B. Task 1.7 – Obtain and Execute Subcontracts   
 
The draft contract (Engineering Services Agreement) for the subconsultant to be selected was prepared 
as part of the RFQ package.  It was included as Attachment E in the prior Monthly Progress Report (#02).  
Minor changes to the draft were made based on County Counsel (attorney) review prior to its release as 
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part of the public RFQ package on September 22, 2014.  No comments, corrections or changes have 
been received from the CEC in response to last month’s submittal.  However, it will be sent again prior 
to finalization.  The contract will be finalized once a consultant is selected.  It is currently scheduled to 
be finalized for execution by November 15, 2014.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted 
funds and hours at this time.  Further work on this item will continue as per Work Statement and 
schedule until the contracting process is completed.       
 

C. Task 2.1 – Kickoff Meeting (Internal County)   
 
A “formal” internal County kickoff meeting has not yet been held.  Although originally planned for 
August 7, 2014, it has been delayed to November 2014 to allow for time to identify and coordinate all 
County staff needing to be briefed.  This may be done in conjunction with the Riverside County by-
invitation meeting being planned with State DRECP staff to review that project.  Further, since an 
“informal” kickoff meeting was held in early July 2014 (prior to Agreement initiation and therefore not 
invoiced or covered here), County staff have been actively involved in project efforts.  (That is, County 
staff is not “waiting” for a kick-off meeting in order to initiate work.)  Meetings among County staff and 
outside contacts involved in the project have been ongoing;   see discussions for Tasks 2.2, 4.5 and 7.2, 
below.  Although slightly behind schedule, this subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and 
hours at this time.  Once the formal meeting scheduled for this task has occurred, the results will be 
reported in the applicable progress report.   
 

D. Task 2.2 – Team Meetings 
 
The eRED Project Manager (Cindy Thielman-Braun) met with several eRED team members either 
individually or in small groups in September 2014.  These meetings included:  with Juan Perez (TLMA 
Director/Interim Planning Director) on overall progress of the project and short-term objectives;  with 
Khalid Nasim (Transportation Department Engineering Division Manager) on developing the bid 
proposal for the engineering subconsultant;  with Phil Kang (Senior GIS Analyst) on initial maps for the 
project, as well as coordinating with other agencies’ GIS and technical issues related to setting up the 
project website to provide mapping services;  Thomas Wolfe (RCIT Web Designer) regarding project 
website development and launch;  Chad Young (Senior Environmental Specialist) regarding review of 
DRECP and biological issues related to the project;  Richard Fairhurst (Senior Planning Engineer, 
Transportation Dept.) regarding technical needs and specifications (engineering and GIS) for the 
subconsultant bid proposal;  Ed Cooper (Deputy Director, TLMA) and TLMA accounting staff regarding 
recordkeeping, accounting and invoicing issues;  and Larry Ross (Principal Planner) regarding a variety of 
day-to-day project coordination issues and updates.  There were no formal eRED team meetings during 
September.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at this time.   This item 
will continue to be ongoing as County needs arise. 
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E. Task 2.3 – RFP for Consultant Services 
 
Continuing from August, the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) package was completed and posted 
publicly online September 22, 2014, on the Riverside County Transportation Department’s Bids and 
Proposals page.  The full RFQ package was also submitted to the CEC in the prior (August 2014) Progress 
Report.  It was simultaneously publicized with a public notice run for three consecutive days in the 
Press-Enterprise newspaper (the newspaper of record for Riverside County).  A screenshot of the online 
posting and the newspaper proof of publication are included in Attachment A.  Riverside County uses a 
wholly online bid notification process, thus, an RFQ distribution list was not used and individual bid 
notices were not sent out directly to potential bidders. 
 
The bid solicitation period ran through October 14, 2014.  Note:  the original close date of October 13, 
2014, was extended an extra day to accommodate the Columbus Day holiday.  An Addendum to the RFQ 
was posted to address this.  During the posted response period, two emails with questions were 
received from potential bidders and responses posted online (on Monday, October 6, 2014) as per the 
process described in the RFQ.  The Addendum and other documents developed during the RFQ period 
are also included in Attachment A.   
 
As of the close of the bidding period (4 pm, Tuesday, October 14, 2014), a total of three bid packages 
were received.  One copy of each proposal received is included with this Progress Report for CEC review 
(see attached).  The results of the County’s review and selection process will be reported in next 
month’s progress report and/or through direct contact with the CEC, as warranted for the specific work 
product.  Thus, work products (a) and (b) for this subtask are now completed.  This subtask remains on 
track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at this time. 
 

F. Task 3.1 – Assemble Existing eRED Data 
 

This task has been initiated in association with the research and preparation the eRED Project Manager 
has performed in developing the initial project presentations (for example, for internal use, etc.).  The 
eRED team has also begun researching and studying existing eRED data and related technical informa-
tion providing background on the issues the County is facing.  This subtask remains on track in terms of 
budgeted funds and hours at this time.  This item will be ongoing as County work effort continues with 
no specific work product expected in the next three months (first work product expected in January 
2015).  

 
G. Task 3.2 – Develop eRED Opportunities and Constraints Criteria  

 
This task was initiated in conjunction with County review of the draft DRECP EIR/EIS released by the 
State in September.  Various members of the eRED team have attended State conference calls related to 
the DRECP.  A number of additional meetings and conference calls are scheduled through October and 
into November and will be discussed in future monthly progress reports.  The research is being used to 
help identify the appropriate opportunities and constraints for eRED siting in Riverside County.  This 
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research will inform both the proposed General Plan Amendment and, possibly, the County’s response 
to the EIR/EIS.   (Note:  Preparation of any County response to the EIR/ EIS is not part of this project and 
will not be billed to this grant.)  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at 
this time.  This item will be ongoing as County work effort continues with no specific work product ex-
pected in the next three months (first work product expected in January 2015). 
 

H. Task 3.3 – Identify Areas Suitable for Additional eRED Study   
 

Similar to Task 3.2, this task was also initiated in conjunction with County review of the draft DRECP 
EIR/EIS and will be used to help identify the appropriate opportunities and constraints for eRED siting in 
Riverside County.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at this time.  This 
item will be ongoing as County work effort continues with no specific work product expected in the next 
three months (first work product expected in January 2015).  

 
I. Task 4.1 – Assemble Information/Data for Salton Sea eRED Study Region 

 
Work on this subtask is ongoing.  As a result of a conference call with NREL (see Task 4.5 discussion), a 
“base” Salton Sea regional map was developed.  The map is an initial overview of known opportunities 
and constraints (i.e., currently available GIS layers) for the region and will be used by both the County 
and NREL as the starting point for analysis of the region’s eligible renewable energy development (eRED) 
potential.  A copy of the base map and layer summary is included in Attachment B.  This subtask 
remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours at this time.   This item will be on-going as the 
County work effort continues with no specific work product expected in the next three months. 

 
J. Task 4.2 – Analyze Salton Sea eRED Opportunities and Constraints 

 
Work on this subtask is ongoing on conjunction with the Task 4.1 effort described above.  See 
Attachment B for initial map and associated analysis.  Please note:  this is merely the first (rough) cut of 
the available data and not the final product.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds 
and hours at this time.   This item will be on-going as County work effort continues with no specific work 
product expected in the next three months. 
 

K. Task 4.5 – Technical Coordination with Utilities and Other Agencies in Salton Sea Region   
 
A conference call was held on September 16, 2014, with NREL (National Renewable Energy Laboratory) 
staff and a number of other Salton Sea-serving agencies to discuss NREL’s Salton Sea Renewable Energy 
Study.  The purpose of the meeting was to make introductions and discuss data availability and 
coordination, as well as common goals and data sharing.  In particular, contact was made with California 
State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB) which has an MOU with the SSA to provide a repository for 
Salton Sea-related data (both online and physical documents).  See Attachment C for conference call 
notes.  (There was no agenda for the meeting.)  This task will be ongoing as project needs dictate.  No 
specific work product expected in the next three months, although meeting agendas will continue to be 
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forwarded for any meetings that do occur.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds 
and hours at this time.   
 

L. Task 7.1 – Develop and Publish Project Webpage   
 
The eRED Project Manager has worked with Riverside County Information Technology (RCIT) on the 
design of the project website and its technical needs.  The initial webpage is complete but not yet live.  A 
copy of the proposed project home page is shown in Attachment D.  Once live, the County will send out 
an email to all consulting agencies, interested parties, etc., notifying them of its availability.  This launch 
should occur this month.  Final project page URL and associated work product will be included in next 
month’s progress report.  Subtask remains on track per budgeted funds and hours at this time.  

 
M. Task 7.2 – Public Agency and Stakeholder Coordination and Other Outreach Meetings 

   
In addition to the other meetings already addressed above, the eRED Project Manager also participated 
(by WebEx/conference call) in a meeting held by the State DRECP Team on September 25, 2014.  The 
purpose of the meeting was to brief the DRECP counties on the release of the DRECP’s draft EIR/EIS, 
explain durability agreement plans and answer questions.  The State also solicited counties’ advice on 
plans for a major “kickoff” DRECP briefing (WebEx) with the counties on October 2, 2014.  The meeting 
was productive in that many counties have similar questions, so hearing them together is useful.  There 
was no agenda for this meeting.  Several other intra-agency meetings were held in September, as 
addressed under other tasks.  This subtask remains on track in terms of budgeted funds and hours.  
 
Tasks Not Yet Begun or With No Notable Changes  

For the report period of this progress report, no new work has been undertaken on the tasks listed 
below.  In every case, unless noted otherwise, these tasks are those for which requisite prior actions are 
not yet complete.  None of these tasks have any specific work product anticipated in the next three 
months (unless noted otherwise).  Agendas and notes will continue to be forwarded for any meetings 
that do occur.   
  

A. Task 1.2 – Critical Project Review (CPR) Meetings 
B. Task 1.3 – Final Meeting  
C. Task 1.5 – Final Report 
D. Task 4.3 – Develop Salton Sea eRED Study Region Policies and Plans 
E. Task 4.4 – Outreach and Coordination with Salton Sea Authority  
F. Task 5.1 – Revise General Plan:  Eastern Coachella Valley Area Plan 
G. Task 5.2 – Revise General Plan:  Multipurpose Open Space Element 
H. Task 5.3 – Revise General Plan:  Rest of Document 
I. Task 5.4 – Prepare General Plan Documents for Processing 
J. Task 6.1 – CEQA Initial Study   
K. Task 6.2 – Prepare Environmental Review Document 
L. Task 6.3 – CEQA Consultations 
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M. Task 6.4 – Prepare Final CEQA Documents for Processing 
N. Task 8.1 – General Plan Amendment Initiation Process (GPIP) Processing 
O. Task 8.2 – Planning Commission Processing 
P. Task 8.3 – Board of Supervisors Processing 
Q. Task 8.4 – Final Documents (Post-Adoption Actions, if Applicable)  
 

Completed Tasks -- No Further Changes   

The tasks below have been completed and were addressed under prior progress reports, as indicated.  
No further actions are planned or anticipated for these tasks. 
  

A. Task 1.1 – CEC Kickoff Meeting  (Completed July 22, 2014;  see Progress Report #01.) 
B. Task 1.6 – Required Permit Information  (Completed July 31, 2014;  see Progress Report #01.) 
 

Work Product / Deliverables 

Products are “any tangible item specified in the Work Statement.”  As per the conditions of REN-13-002 
Exhibit C, item 5 (“Products”), “Unless otherwise directed, draft copies of all products identified in the 
Work Statement shall be submitted to the Commission Agreement Manager for review and comment.  
The Recipient will submit an original and two copies of the final version of all products to the Com-
mission Agreement Manager.”  Thus, in accordance with this directive, the following work products are 
submitted for this reporting period.   

 
A. Attachment A: Additional items related to subconsultant RFQ, various dates.  (Task 2.3)  
B. Attachment B:  Base map for Salton Sea region, dated September 24, 2014, developed for NREL.  

(Task 4.1) 
C. Attachment C:  Meeting notes for NREL conference call, September 16, 2014.  (Task 4.5)  
D. Attachment D:  Mock-up of Riverside County eRED Project home webpage, dated September 

29, 2014.  (Task 7.1) 
E. Also attached, separately: Three bids: one set of each Statement of Qualifications (bid) received 

in response to County’s Request for Qualification (RFQ), dated October 14, 2014.  (Task 2.3) 

 

Financial Status 

This section presents a brief narrative addressing costs incurred to-date in relation to the approved 
Budget.  Also includes a discussion as to whether or not the project is progressing within the approved 
Budget, as well as identification of any proposed changes or adjustments being that may be considered. 
 
The first County invoice (Invoice #01) has not yet been submitted to the CEC.  It is still under 
preparation.  Because of the delay, it is expected that the first invoice will also encompass grant 
expenditures posted through the end of September 2014.  Due to ongoing technical difficulties, the 



Riverside County Renewable Energy Planning Program  Monthly Progress Report #03

 

October 15, 2014                                                                                                                          REN-13-002  8
 

invoice will be submitted under a separate cover.  Future invoices will continue to report on a monthly 
basis and coincide with the progress report timeframes.  
 
In regards to the rest of the project, at present there are no issues outstanding (in either the Work 
Statement or the Budget) that might necessitate amendment of the Agreement.  No budget changes or 
alterations are requested at this time.  However, the County will likely be contacting the CEC to seek 
clarification on unresolved invoicing issues.  Should an issue arise with the potential to lead to an 
amendment request; the County will contact the CEC immediately.   
 

Additional Information 

The following items address any information in the Work Statement or Special Conditions not already 
covered in one of the above sections.  Ministerial types of project information are also addressed, as 
well as the outlook for any significant future changes (i.e., amendments) or discussion of any problems 
not already addressed elsewhere.   
 
Amendments 

Item 8 (“Amendments”) of Exhibit C, Terms and Conditions of Non-Federally Funded Grants, of the 
Agreement notes that, “Changes to the Work Statement, changes to specific line items in the budget, or 
both, may be made under certain conditions.”  At present, there are no issues outstanding (neither in 
the Work Statement nor Budget) that would necessitate the proposal of an amendment to the Agree-
ment other than, potentially, whatever changes may be necessary to clarify invoicing procedures, as 
noted above.  Should any other issue arise with the potential to lead to an amendment request, the 
County will contact the CEC immediately.   

Legal Notice 

No product or report produced as a result of work funded by this program shall be represented to be en-
dorsed by the California Energy Commission and all such products or reports shall include the following 
statement: 

 
“This document was prepared as a result of work sponsored by the California Energy 
Commission.  It does not necessarily represent the views of the Energy Commission, 
its employees, or the State of California. The Energy Commission, the State of 
California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make no warranty, express 
or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this document; nor 
does any party represent that the use of this information will not infringe upon 
privately owned rights.” 
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Attachment A:   

Additional RFQ Items, various dates through October 6, 2014  
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Screenshot of online posting of Request for Proposal for Subcontractor (see “RFQ for Utility Mapping 
and Infrastructure Planning Services”). 

URL:  http://rctlma.org/trans/Engineering-Services/Requests-for-Proposals, Screenshot captured October 9, 2014. 

 

 

http://rctlma.org/trans/Engineering-Services/Requests-for-Proposals
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Screenshot of online posting of “RFQ for Utility Mapping and Infrastructure Planning Services.” 

URL:  http://rctlma.org/trans/RFQ-for-Utility-Mapping-and-Infrastructure-Planning-Services,  Screenshot captured Oct. 9, 2014. 

 

http://rctlma.org/trans/RFQ-for-Utility-Mapping-and-Infrastructure-Planning-Services
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Attachment B:   

Base Map (Rough Draft) for Salton Sea region (prepared for NREL use),  
September 24, 2014  
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SALTON SEA – ROUGH CONSTRAINTS MAP 

The following GIS layers and assumptions were used in developing this base constraints map of 
the northern portion of the Salton Sea and surrounding lands within Riverside County.  The 
resultant parcels form the base areas to be studies in greater detail for potential eligible renew-
able energy opportunities and constraints.   

 

Layer   Data / Constraint(s)     Acreage* 

1. Base Layer  Assessor’s parcels.     ____ acres total 
 
Jurisdictional Constraints 
2. Cities  Not under Riverside County jurisdiction.  ____ acres excluded 
3. Tribal Lands Not under Riverside County jurisdiction.  ____ acres excluded 
4. BLM Land   Not under Riverside County jurisdiction.  ____ acres excluded 
 
Conservation / Recreation Constraints 
5. Conservation  Lands identified as conservation areas  ____ acres excluded 

Lands  under Coachella Valley Multi-Species  
   Habitat Conservation Plan 

6. Parks  Parks of Riverside County.    ____ acres excluded 
7. Waterbodies Waterbodies in Riverside County.   ____ acres excluded 

Development and Land Use Constraints 

8. SP 375 Travertine Point Specific Plan    ____ acres excluded 
 (County-approved development plan)  

9. Developed  Lands with existing structures present.   
a. Residences  (___ units)     ____ acres excluded 
b. Mobile Homes  (___ units)   ____ acres excluded 
c. Commercial Uses  (esti. ____ square feet) ____ acres excluded 

10. Lands  Not under Riverside County jurisdiction.  ____ acres excluded 

Remaining Land (with Presumed eRED Potential) 

11. Vacant Land No developed use or agricultural use listed.  ____ acres excluded  
12. Agricultural Land Lands in agricultural use but with little to  ____ acres excluded 

   no other improvements.   

Total Base Potential eRED Area / Salton Sea Region:     108,640 acres * 
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Other Possible Constraining Layers to be Investigated   (not studied yet)** 

13. Other Entitlements  (General Plan land uses and zoning)***  ____ acres excluded 
14. Slopes (Exclude lands with slopes >25%).    ____ acres excluded  
15. Habitat  (Examine area for riparian corridors or other  ____ acres excluded 

    regional biological patterns that may need  
 avoidance or special protection).   

16. Infrastructure (Roads, utility sites, etc., not fully identified).  ____ acres excluded 
17. Geological  (Examine potential geological hazards, such as  ____ acres excluded 

   subsidence, expansive soils, seismic faults, etc.).  
18. Sensitive  (Examine records for any other sensitive  ____ acres excluded 

Resources  Resources that may constrain a given site,  
   e.g., historic, cultural, archeological or sacred  
   sites, high-value aesthetic resources or views, etc.).     

 

 

* Rounded to nearest 10 acres. 

**  Suggested areas of study only.  These items may or may not ultimately be studies in depth, 
depending on General Plan needs.  (For example, slope analysis may not be necessary because the 
hillsides above the valley floor are already assumed to be [and mostly already are] constrained as 
conservation areas.) 

***  Degree of constraint undetermined;  to some extent these “entitlements” may be adjustable.  For 
example, General Plan land use designations or zoning not backed by approved tract maps or use 
permits, etc.     
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Attachment C:   

Meeting notes for NREL conference call, September 16, 2014  
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Attachment D:   

Mock-up of Riverside County eRED Project homepage, dated September 29, 2014 
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Home Page   (URL to be provided once site is live.) 
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Other Pages   (URLs to be provided once site is live.) 
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Also attached separately:     

One set of each Statement of Qualifications (bid) received in response to County’s 
Request for Qualification (RFQ), dated October 14, 2014: 
 

SOQ 1:  RBF Consulting / Michael Baker International 

SOQ 2:  MSA Consulting, Inc. 

SOQ 3:  Albert A. Webb Associates 
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